
=WARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSACHU5ElTS 

QJCrri-teb Sf iafes  S e r r a t e  
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

A p r i l  15, 19'70 

Niss Mary lasker  
29 Beehan Place 
Em York, New York 

Dear Kiss Lasker: 

Thank you very much for your recent correspondence. As a member 
of t he  Senate Subcommittee on Health, I am deeply concerned about our current 
health c r i s i s ,  and your canmerits and suCzestions w i l l  be of assistance i n  
developing constructive legisl.ative pradrams . 

Today's hiGI medical cos ts  -- such as phjrsicians' fees, hospi"ta1 
charges and drugs -- are symptunatic of the  more general c r i s i s  throi-&mut 
our nation's health care  system. 
tion, delivezy and financing of health services have simpl-y no t  kept pace 
with advances i n  medical science. 
I/:edic.me and Xedicaid, must be reviared ori a coxit?nuiF& basis t o  assure t h a t  
they are ef f ic ien t  an6 t ru ly  responsive t o  tlie needs of our people. 

Tk:e essent ia l  problem is that. t h e  organiza- 

E a c h  of our major heal th  programs, swk as 


